TRANSPORTATION

At the beginning of the year, parents will indicate how students will depart from school.  Any change in that procedure must be requested with a written note from the parent or guardian.  Any transportation change must be in writing and received in the office no later than 3:00 pm.

BUS POLICY
The Montgomery Independent School District chooses to provide bus transportation to all eligible students of the District.  All policies, rules and regulations pertaining to school bus transportation have been carefully established to enhance the safety of all students who choose to utilize these services.  Students are expected to board and depart the bus only at one designated bus stop.  Only MISD students will be allowed to ride buses.  For the safety and well-being of the student, no daily bus changes will be allowed, except in emergency circumstances; in such instances, emergencies must be verified by a parental call to a campus administrator or a note to the office by 10:00 a.m.

The time involved in transporting students to and from school is regarded as an extension of the school day.  Riding the school bus is a privilege.  Improper conduct on the bus will result in that privilege being denied.

Video cameras may be used in District vehicles to promote compliance with the rules of conduct.  If a student chooses to violate these policies, rules and regulations, it could endanger the safety of other passengers as well as himself/herself.  In such event the following procedures will be followed:


LEVEL ONE OFFENSES


These offenses include but are not limited to the following:



1.
Turning around backwards in seat, sitting on knees, legs



or bags


2.
Not sitting in the seat assigned


3.
Talking loudly or making noises


4.
Chewing gum


LEVEL ONE CONSEQUENCES


1st Offense:


Student is verbally warned and a written warning is issued with a 

                               copy sent to parents.


2nd Offense:



Bus driver has conference with student and issues second written 

                               Warning with a copy to parents.


3rd Offense:


A written discipline referral will result in a conference with the

                                Principal or assistant principal with parent notification.  This offense 

                                will be treated as the first LEVEL TWO offense.


LEVEL TWO OFFENSES


These offenses include but are not limited to the following:


1.
Standing up, crawling over or under seats, getting out of seat before

                                bus stops


2.
Throwing objects: spit balls, rubber bands poppers, pencils, etc.


3.
Making rude gestures, teasing other students, cursing


4.
Pushing, shoving, tripping


5.
Eating, drinking


6.
Throwing objects out the windows


7.
Preventing others from being seated


8.
Spitting on the floor or out the window


9.
Changing clothes on the bus (based on the situation it 



could be considered a LEVEL THREE offense)



10.
Spraying hair spray, perfume, shaving cream, etc.


11.
Placing body parts out the window


LEVEL TWO CONSEQUENCES


1st Offense:



A written discipline referral will result in a conference with the 



Principal or assistant principal with parent notification.


2nd Offense:



Student is removed from the bus for 3 days.


3rd Offense:



Student is removed from the bus for 5 days.


4th Offense:



Students is removed from the bus for the remainder



of the school year.


LEVEL THREE OFFENSES:


These offenses include but are not limited to the following:


1.
Fighting, hitting


2.
Opening the emergency door


3.
Acts of public lewdness


4.
Bringing sharp objects on the bus


5.
Cutting seats or causing other damage to the bus


6.
Threatening the driver with physical harm


7.
Throwing sharp or dangerous objects


8.
Spitting on others


9.
Climbing on the back of the bus        

                      10.
Cursing or making obscene gestures to the driver

                      11.
Leaving the bus at the wrong bus stop

                      12.
Forcing the driver to stop the bus for any discipline problem 



may be considered to be a major offense.


LEVEL THREE CONSEQUENCES:


1st Offense:



Student is removed from the bus for 3 or more days


2nd Offense:



Student is removed from the bus for 5 or more days


3rd Offense:



Student is removed from the bus for the remainder



of the school year.

PLEASE NOTE:
A student can be brought back to school for any major offense if the driver feels such action is warranted.  All regular school rules apply when riding the bus.  Serious infractions such as drugs, alcohol, and weapons will receive the appropriate disciplinary action as indicated by the Student Code of Conduct.

All infractions of bus rules and regulations are handled at the discretion of the principal or assistant principal.  Disciplinary sanctions and changes in transportation for a student with a disability will be made in accordance with the student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) or other individually designed program.

FOLLOW THESE BUS RULES:

1.   Observe same conduct as in the classroom.

2.   Be courteous, use no profane language.

3.   Do not eat or drink on the bus.

4.   Keep the bus clean.

5.   Cooperate with the driver.

6.   Do not use tobacco.

7.   Do not be destructive.

8.   Stay in your seat.

9.   Keep head, hands and feet inside the bus.

10. Remember that the bus driver is authorized to assign seats.

11. No electronic games, cell phones, or any portable electronic devices.

